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Saccharin 


March 13 is deadline for comments on Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration’s (FDA) proposal to require that vending 
machines dispensing food containing saccharin (usually diet 
drinks) carry a conspicuous statement warning prospective cus- 
tomers that using the artificial sweetener may injure their 


health. 


FDA has already proposed similar warning notices for post- 
ing in stores where saccharin products are sold [CONSUMER 
REGISTER: Jan. 1], but the agency notes that substantial num- 
bers of diet beverages are sold through vending machines. In 
fact, FDA says about 3,880 million cups of soft drinks were sold 
through vending machines in 1976, and 8% of those beverages 
were of the diet variety; 10% of canned soft drinks sold through 
vending machines were of the diet variety. 


FDA is proposing 2 alternatives for labeling the vending 
machines, but both of them point out that “saccharin has been 
determined to cause cancer in laboratory animals.” 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 10, page 5851. Send comments 
to Hearing Clerk (HFC-20), Food and Drug Administration, 
5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20857. For more information 
write or call Caesar Roy, Food and Drug Administration, 200 C 
St., SW, Washington, DC 20204; telephone 202-245-1186. 


NOTE: As of Feb. 21, all saccharin products that are trans- 
ported across state lines must carry warning labels, but prod- 
ucts that were shipped before that date may still be sold. When 
the vending machine rules are adopted, the cups or cans con- 
taining diet drinks will also have to be labeled with warning 
statements. 


Electric cars 


March 17 is deadline for comments on Energy Dept.’s pro- 
posal to set performance standards for electric and hybrid ve- 
hicles to be used in a demonstration project intended to encour- 
age the development of these vehicles and to demonstrate their 
energy efficiency and commercial practicality. A “hybrid” ve- 
hicle is propelled by a combination of an electric motor and 
other power source, such as gasoline. 


A section of the Electric and Hybrid Vehicle Research, 
Development and Demonstration Act of 1976 (Public Law 94- 
413) requires that any standards that are developed must take 
into account such factors as energy conservation, urban traffic 
characteristics, patterns of use for “second” vehicles, consumer 
preferences, maintenance needs and vehicle safety. (National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, which has responsi- 
bility for safety and damageability of vehicles, electric or not, 
has already asked for public comments on how Federal motor 
vehicle standards apply to electric and hybrid cars, trucks and 
buses [CONSUMER REGISTER: June 1, 1977). 


In addition to accepting comments, Energy is holding a 
public hearing at 9:30 a.m. on March 9 in Room 3000-A, 12th 
and Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20461. 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 10, page 5841. Send comments 
to Regulations Management, Room 2214, Box RR, Energy 
Dept., Washington, DC 20461. For more information write or 
call Charles E. Pax, Office of Conservation and Solar Applica- 
tions, Energy Dept., 20 Massachusetts Ave., NW, Washington, 
DC 20545; telephone 202-376-4893. 


Space heaters 
March 31 is deadline for comments on Consumer Product 


Safety Commission’s (CPSC) proposal to ban the sale of un- 
vented gas-fired space heaters because they can release carbon 


monoxide into the living space—and this may result in carbon 
monoxide poisoning and asphyxiation. 


The proposal is the result of a petition filed several years 
ago by the Missouri Public Interest Research Group. The group 
asked CPSC to develop a mandatory safety standard for many 
kinds of space heaters, including wood and electric. After re- 
viewing available information, CPSC decided that only gas- 
fired space heaters presented unreasonable risks of injury, and 
it partially denied the petition. In the meantime voluntary 
standards for vented gas-fired space heaters were developed, 
and some of the dangers have been reduced. CPSC proposes to 
ban only the unvented gas-fired space heaters at present. 


CPSC says shipments of the unvented heaters have de- 
clined during the past 10 years to a level of 180,000 in 1976—a 
70% decline since 1967. Primary users of the heaters tend to be 
elderly and low-income persons in southern areas of the US 
where the warmer climate makes central heating systems un- 
economical for many homes. The heaters are selected primarily 
because of their low initial purchase price (about $140 for 
medium sized, 25,000 BTU heaters). 


CPSC notes that between January 1973 and January 1978 a 
minimum of 65 deaths from carbon monoxide poisoning/ 
asphyxiation have been linked to unvented gas-fired space 
heaters. 


The proposed ban is expected to become effective in the fall 
of 1978—giving consumers adequate time to buy substitute 
heating products for the winter season. 


A public hearing on the proposal will be held March 6 at 10 
a.m. in CPSC’s hearing room 1111 18th St., NW, Washington, 
DC. Although the deadline for requesting time for oral presen- 
tations for this hearing has passed, CPSC will hold additional 
hearings in Dallas and Atlanta if there is enough interest. 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 14, page 6235. Send comments 
to Secretary, Consumer Product Safety Commission, Washing- 
ton, DC 20207. For more information write or call George 
Anikis at above address; telephone 301-492-6453. 


Fuel economy 


April 3 is deadline for comments on Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency’s (EPA) proposals to improve ways fuel econ- 
omy information is given to the public. EPA says many new car 
buyers complain about not getting the mileage they expect from 
their new cars—based on EPA’s gas mileage Guide. As a re- 
sult, these buyers are doubting the validity and usefulness of 
EPA’s estimates in making new car purchasing decisions. [See 
CONSUMER NEws: Oct. 1, 1977, for explanation of factors that 
affect gas mileage you receive. } 


To help EPA convey mileage data to the car-buying public 
in a more effective way, the agency would like to receive com- 
ments on the following questions on how consumers use the 
mileage estimates: 

© How do the potential car buyers use mileage information in 
making buying decisions? 

@ What kind of fuel economy and fuel cost information do po- 
tential car buyers consider most useful? 

© To the extent that the information which potential car 
buyers consider most useful can technically be developed, how 
can it best be communicated? 

e How does a potential car buyer first learn about mileage 
estimates, how does he or she use the estimates, and what per- 
cent of the car-buying population knows about the mileage 
Guide? 


EPA mileage stickers on the windows of new cars display 3 


mileage figures—city, highway, and an average of city and 
highway. 





The agency’s proposed alternatives to this system are: 

e Publish only a single-value miles-per-gallon (mpg) fuel 
economy rating. This would be represented as the EPA Fuel 
Economy Comparison Rating, and could be either the city 
value, the combined value, or a modification. (EPA says the 
city value “appears to most closely correspond to the mileage 
which a high proportion of in-use vehicles are perceived to 
achieve by their drivers.”) 

© Continue publishing the 3 figures (city, highway and com- 
bined) but adjust them downward to take into account cold 
weather, poor roads, higher-than-legal speeds and inadequate 
maintenance of cars—factors that are not included in EPA 
tests. 

e Publish only a relative fuel economy performance index, 
based on a mathematical formula. 


Public meetings on fuel economy labeling procedures will 
be held March 2 (in Chicago), March 9 (in Boston), and March 
10 (in Atlanta). 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 16, page 6817. Send comments 
to Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency, Atten- 
tion: Office of Mobile Source Air Pollution Control (AW-455), 
401 M St., SW, Washington, DC 20460. For more information 
write or call Paula Machlin at above address; telephone 202- 
755-0596. 


PSRO disclosure 


Health, Education and Welfare Dept. (HEW) has pub- 
lished rules for confidentiality and disclosure of information by 
Professional Standards Review Organizations (PSROs), ef- 
fective Jan. 16. PSROs are local boards of health professionals 
mandated by HEW to review health care services provided 
under the Medicare, Medicaid, Maternal and Child Health and 
Crippled Childrens’ programs to assure the services meet gen- 
erally accepted professional standards. These are interim regu- 
lations, originally proposed for comment in the Dec. 3, 1976 
Federal Register. They are intended to provide for the disclo- 
sure of PSRO information for purposes other than those of the 
PSRO statute, specifically, previously published PSRO infor- 
mation or aggregated statistical data, while protecting the pri- 
vacy of patients and health care professionals. The PSRO stat- 
ute foresaw the usefulness to health care planners and 
evaluators of the data collected by PSROs for their review and 
required HEW to develop regulations for their disclosure. 


The Office of Consumer Affairs (OCA) was among 125 in- 
dividuals and organizations which commented on the proposed 
interim regulation. OCA’s comment suggested that these rules 
permit disclosure of PSRO information on health care prac- 
titioners who provide substandard services, with appropriate 
due process safeguards, and pointed out the need for more pre- 
cise definition of certain terms used in the proposal. However, 
HEW said that regulations for the disclosure of the types of 
information OCA recommended would have to await resolution 
of the broad and complex issues underlying a more complex 
regulation. 


Details—Federal Register: Jan. 16, page 2282. For more infor- 
mation call Lois Eberhard; telephone 301-443-2808. 


Metric—Defense Dept. 


In keeping with the national policy of promoting the use 
of the metric system in the US, many Defense Dept.-related 


industries have either converted or are planning to convert 
from customary US measurements to metric measurements. 


Defense’s final rule establishes policies for the use of the 
metric system of measurement in all of its activities “consist- 
ent with operational, economical, technical and safety re- 
quirements” and will be considered for use in all new designs. 


Details—Federal Register: Jan. 31, page 4009. For more in- 
formation call or write Donald Mitchell, Defense Dept., 
Cameron Station, Alexandria, VA 22314; telephone 202-274- 
6337. 


Transfers from savings deposits 


March 20 is deadline for comments on Federal Reserve 
System’s (FRS) proposal to permit banks to make automatic 
transfers from depositors’ savings accounts to their checking 
accounts. 


This proposal is a refinement of FRS’ and Federal De- 
posit Insurance Corporation’s (FDIC) earlier proposal 
[CONSUMER NEws: April 15, 1976] that would have permitted 
the banks to make these transfers primarily to cover bad 
checks. 


FRS’ proposal is similar in some respects to NOW (negot- 
iable orders of withdrawal) accounts that are presently avail- 
able only to consumers in 6 New England states. NOW ac- 
counts allow consumers to write checks on their interest- 
bearing savings accounts to pay their bills. (Legislation to au- 
thorize NOW accounts nationally is pending in Congress.) 


Under the new proposal, transfer of funds from savings to 
checking accounts is voluntary, and automatic transfers could 
not be made without previous authorization by the depositor. 


Purposes of the proposal are to reduce the number of bad 
checks processed by banks and to provide consumers with the 
convenience of a deposit transfer service when they need it. 
Proposed amendment is in addition to an existing regulation 
that permits consumers to pay many of their bills automati- 
cally by having their banks take money out of their savings 
accounts and send it to companies they specify [CONSUMER 
NEws: Oct. 15, 1975]. The transfer service would be available 
only to individuals, not to business organizations, governmen- 
tal units or other organizations. 


As originally proposed, transfers could have been made in 
multiples of no less than $100. This requirement has been re- 
moved, and the amount of potential interest forfeiture has 
been reduced. 


Here is an example of how the required interest penalty 
may be applied: 

Bank pays interest on savings deposits at an annual 
rate of 5% from day of deposit to day of withdrawal. 
Interest is credited quarterly. Depositor establishes a 
new Savings account and deposits $500 on Jan. 1. On Feb. 
28, bank transfers $100 from savings to demand to cover 
depositor’s overdraft. The minimum interest forfeiture 
required is $0.42, which represents 30 days’ interest 
earned on the funds transferred. 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 7, page 5008. Send comments 
to Secretary,Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve Sys- 
tem, Washington, DC 20551. For more information write or 
call Allen Reiken at above address; telephone 202-452-3625. 


NOTE: At CONSUMER NEws’ presstime, FRS noted it had re- 


ceived more than 200 comments from individuals—and 95% of 
them favored the proposal. 
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consumer comment 


Federal agencies want to learn your views on proposals and other icems published in the Federal Register and CONSUMER 
REGISTER. Agencies use these comments in their decision making. 


These forms are provided for you to use, if you wish, in commenting on these items. For more lengthy comments, feel free to 
use a plain sheet of paper. Send comment forms to addresses listed in CONSUMER REGISTER summaries. CONSUMER NEWS is 
publishing these forms in cooperation with the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). 
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2 : : State ZIP 
Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in CONSUMER REGISTER item. 
This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) 
by (name of agency) 


published in Federal Register on (date) on (page) 
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Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in CONSUMER REGISTER item. 
This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) 
by (name of agency) 


published in Federal Register on (date) on (page) 
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Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in CONSUMER REGISTER item. 
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CONSUMER REGISTER publishes proposed and final rules, regulations and notices of interest to consumers originally appearing 
in the Federal Register. Notices on proposed rules published in the Federal Register and summarized in CONSUMER REGISTER 
give consumers the opportunity to participate in rule making prior to the adoption of final rules. The Federal Register is published 
to provide a uniform system for making available to the public regulations and legal notices issued by Federal agencies. 
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